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Beyond Respectability charts the development of African American women as public intellectuals

and the evolution of their thought from the end of the 1800s through the Black Power era of the

1970s. Eschewing the Great Race Man paradigm so prominent in contemporary discourse, Brittney

C. Cooper looks at the far-reaching intellectual achievements of female thinkers and activists like

Anna Julia Cooper, Mary Church Terrell, Fannie Barrier Williams, Pauli Murray, and Toni Cade

Bambara. Cooper delves into the processes that transformed these women and others into racial

leadership figures, including long-overdue discussions of their theoretical output and personal

experiences. As Cooper shows, their body of work critically reshaped our understandings of race

and gender discourse. It also confronted entrenched ideas of how--and who--produced racial

knowledge.
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"A work of crucial cultural study. . . .Â [Beyond Respectability]Â lays out the complicated history of

black woman as intellectual force, making clear how much work she has done simply to bring that

category into existence."--NPR "If black women&#39;s history is your thing, Beyond Respectability

should definitely be on your reading list."--Bitch Â "At the cutting edge of black women&#39;s

intellectual history, Brittney Cooper weaves together the ideas and lived experiences of women

heretofore known as activists rather than thinkers. Through exacting analysis, a feminist lens, and



her signature verve, Cooper establishes the centrality of black women&#39;s ideas to twentieth

century political thought. This is a pathbreaking history of ideas."--Martha S. Jones, author of All

Bound Up Together: The Woman Question in African American Public Culture, 1830-1900 "Brittney

Cooper&#39;s Beyond Respectability ... .makes an important contribution to a large body of

scholarship that analyzes the long history of Black women&#39;s intellectual discourse. Focusing

on the feminist theorizing of selected &#39;race women,&#39; especially Fannie Barrier Williams,

Anna Julia Cooper, Mary Church Terrell, Pauli Murray, and Toni Cade Bambara, Cooper probes

their interior lives in new ways and makes more visible the complexities of their public stances. Her

brilliant analysis and queer reading of Murray&#39;s life is perhaps its most compelling revisionist

intervention."--Beverly Guy-Sheftall, coeditor of Words of Fire: An Anthology of African Feminist

Thought

The women and ideas behind the triumph of the black female intellectual

Excellent review and analysis of the wealth of information, theory, and knowledge that Black women

have provided. Cooper inspires her audience to explore and heed the discourse of AA women

because it provides an understanding that is imperative to the project against imperialist white

supremacist capitalist patriarchy.

This book opens new vistas and challenges traditional ideas. What a wonderful resource! I'm

delighted with the rigor and freshness of the scholarship.

I am thinking if I need to bought another one so that I don't have to search around when i need.

Works extremely well I like this so much,I now have two The design is quite good and comfortable, it

looks great, very suitable for me.I use a period of time, feel with this thing is very convenient, if I will

need to come again next time. Great product. Satisfaction guaranteed. can't go wrong with that!
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